1. Thank you. I am Gerard Phillips and I am from the National Secular Society – we campaign for secularism – which is the State’s neutrality in matters of religion and for treating citizens equally whatever their religion or belief.
2. The National Secular Society stands shoulder to shoulder with One Law for All in opposing Sharia Law in the UK.

3. We reject, completely, the actions of a very small minority of religious fundamentalists who seek to impose, on everyone else, their values and their beliefs; a minority who seek to force the rest of us to live our lives by their religious rules, and their religious laws.

4. This is nothing less than an attack on human rights and on equality.  It undermines our democracy. It must be opposed.

5. The cause of One Law for All is part of a wider struggle; other religious fundamentalists also seek to write their religious dogma into our secular laws.  In a recent case that went to the Court of Appeal Christian fundamentalists sought to obtain special privileges and preferential treatment for their religion in employment cases and in court hearings.
6. This attempt failed.  I want to quote a Lord Justice who heard the case; he said:

“Legislation for the protection of views held purely on religious ground cannot be justified.  It was he said an irrational idea, and added that it was also divisive, capricious and arbitrary.”
7. The National Secular Society agrees wholeheartedly with this view and with all of you here who are opposed to sharia law in the UK.  Thank you.
